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In the last five weeks, Gallup polls have shown a decline in voter support for center-right candidate
Fernando Collor de Mello, from 45% to about 30%. His decline has apparently benefitted a rightist
candidate, Guilherme Afif Domingos, and Luis Inacio da Silva, a federal deputy from Sao Paulo state
of the leftist Workers Party (PT). Leonel Brizola, former governor of two Brazilian states, including
Rio de Janeiro, of the Democratic Workers Party (PDT), continues in second place with a steady
14% of voter preference. Voter preferences for da Silva are running about 12%. Ulysses Guimaraes,
candidate of the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB), has consistently received only 4%
of voter preferences. The PMDB is part of a two-party ruling coalition. The polls indicate that 43%
of the electorate are undecided and 65% have no party preference. Since early September, parties
have advertised their perspectives on a 70-minute nightly program of free political advertising.
The two candidates receiving the largest number of votes out of a total 22 in the Nov. 15 election
will confront each other in a Dec. 17 runoff election. According to Mario Amato, president of the
Sao Paulo State Federation of Industries, if da Silva wins, "everyone who can transfer his capital
will flee." Fernando Henrique Cardoso, a sociologist, and senator of the Brazilian Social Democrat
Party, said: "In Brazil, the electorate fluctuates enormously. There is very little party allegiance. I
think it will be decided between Nov. 1 and 15." At a news conference this month, Collor said that
"the negotiation of Brazil's foreign debt has been conducted with the payment of bribes and has
been shot through with illegalities and favors." If elected, the candidate said he would cut Brazil's
annual debt service and profit remittance payments to $7 billion, about half the total for 1989. Collor
has advocated withdrawing federal guarantees on foreign debt payments, and obligating Brazilian
businesses and state governments to renegotiate their debts with foreign bankers on an individual
basis. (Basic data from New York Times, 10/17/89)
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